
We wish to acknowledge with sincere gratitude the numerous expressions of concern, love and 
sympathy. We have sustained a great loss and your support has helped us immensely. We shall 
always be grateful to each of you.

                                                                                         – The Family

“When we have passed the test we were sent to Earth to learn, we are allowed 
to graduate. We are allowed to shed our body, which imprisons our soul the 
way a cocoon encloses the future butterfly, and when the time is right we can 
let go of it. Then we will be free of pain, free of fears & free of worries…free 
as a beautiful butterfly returning home to God… which is a place where we 
are never alone, where we continue to grow and to sing & to dance, where 
we are with those we loved and where we are surrounded with more love 
than we can ever imagine.”  

                                                                                     – Sylvia L. Balkum
Life Magazine on Death and Dying

Acknowledgements

Program Design and Printing by

615-256-6707 ph  •  615-256-6708 fx
ernest.broadwater@broadwaterprint.com

Copyright © 2007 by Broadwater and Associates Group, Inc., Nashville, TN.  All rights reserved.

Celebrating A Wonderful Life TM is a registered trademark of Broadwater and Associates Group, Inc.

Professional Services Entrusted to
D. M. Williams Funeral Home, Inc.

2793 Culver Road
Rochester, NY  14622

Soothe Family Heartache with
Design-In-Advance Services

For more information visit
www.celebratingawonderfullife.com

Pallbearers
Mr. Andre Brown
Mr. Bruce Brown

Mr. Anthony Cowart
Ms. Terlesa Cowart
Mr. Willie Cowart Jr.
Ms. Teresa Patterson

D. M. Williams
Funeral Director
(585)247-0430

www.williamsfuneralhome@rochester.rr.com

Attendants
Ms. Javonna Brown

Ms. Kimberly Cowart-Allen



In Loving Memory
“A Mini Chronology of the Highlights of an Extra Ordinary God Loving Woman….. Our Mother”

Sunrise: Sunset:
March 23, 1914 February 24, 2014

Our mother was born 99 years, 11 months ago, at a time in history where most individuals in general and especially those of her ethnic 
background had extreme limitations or restrictions as to their ability to control their future. 

Accordingly, she spent the first nine years of her adult life as the wife of a sharecropper in the City of Colquitt, Georgia. During this time 
she gave birth to five children, Willie, Robert (predeceased), Annie, Ruben and Ophelia.

Shortly after the birth of their youngest child, they decided to move to an environment where they believed they could have more control 
over their own destiny. This decision led them to relocate to Haines City, Florida. 

Possibly because of divine intervention within approximately 1 ½ years of moving to Florida, our parents chose to divorce. Their 
division created an environment where she became a single parent with five children. 

However, through the grace of God, her personal initiative and through the love of her children, this mother of ours accomplished some 
extra ordinary things: 
• She insisted that every one of us children receive a basic education.

• While working as a domestic, during the first four years, as a single parent, she saved enough money to make a down payment on 
a home for her and her children. 

• With the grace of God, she decided to pursue a pathway whereby she and her children could help control their own destiny. 

• Accordingly, she began a journey as an entrepreneur focusing on real estate. 

• With the grace of God, she purchased an investment property, plus purchased a condominium. At the same time, she consistently 
reached out her hands to the poor, and extended her arms to the needy. She continued this pathway until she was approximately 80 
years of age, and began to experience early signs of dementia. 

• With the grace of God, we were able to convince her to move to Rochester, New York, where four of her five children were residing. 
We all agreed that such a move would be helpful for her to receive proper health care, and receive the type of love and affection she 
had shown to us over the years. 

The first four years of her tenure in Rochester, she resided in an independent living facility. Thereafter she resided in St. Ann’s Nursing 
Home where she began attending worship services at St. Ann’s Chapel. 

Although she was raised as a Baptist and continued to worship as a Baptist until she moved to Rochester, she immediately recognized 
the love and affection and the belief in God that filled St. Ann’s Chapel. Accordingly, she adopted the principle of, regardless of one’s 
denomination, be it Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, the most important ingredient is the content of a Christian’s heart ….that is the love 
of God and the love for one another. 

Based on the above, we hope you can understand why we, as her children, consider our mother an extra ordinary woman. 

In conclusion, although we have gathered today to celebrate the home going for our mother….She will continue to live in the hearts and 
memory of those who knew her. Therefore, we humbly request….let us not mourn her death. Instead, we invite all of you to join us and 
the rest of our family, and let us celebrate her life. For her life was a good life, well lived, well shared, and well loved. 

 She leaves to celebrate her full life, her children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Cherished Memories

Odessa Cowart



Interment
Mt. Hope Cemetery

Rochester, NY

Order of Service
ENTRANCE HYMN When the Saints Go Marching In 

OPENING PRAYER  Reverend Peter T. Bayer

Old Testament Reading A Reading from the Book of Proverbs 31 10:31 Anita Brown, Granddaughter

RESPONSORIAL  Psalm 23 - Shepherd Me O God 

NEW TESTAMENT A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 14:7-12 Ophelia Monroe, Daughter

GOSPEL/HOMILY   Reverend Peter T. Bayer

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  Ann Otis, Daughter

MEDITATION HYMN  The Old Rugged Cross

THE LORD’S PRAYER/OUR FATHER  Sung

SIGN OF PEACE

CLOSING PRAYER   Reverend Peter T. Bayer

EULOGY/REMARKS  Dr. Ruben P. Cowart, Son

FINAL COMMENDATION  Reverend Peter T. Bayer

RECESSIONAL HYMN Just A Closer Walk With Thee 


